
Feminist Artists and Practice 



Lucy Lippard protesting in front of Whitney 
Museum of Art, demanding a 50% 

representation of women and nonwhite artists 
in the Whitney Annual. 

 1970. 

Betty Friedan leading a group of 
demonstrators outside a Congressional office 
In 1971 to show support for the  
Equal Rights Amendment 





Mary Beth Edelson Some Living American Women Artists 1972 



Brassaï, Henri Matisse and Model, 
1939 

Reclaiming the 
Role of Artists 
 
Challenging the 
historical gender 
roles: 
 
Male – active 
“subject” 
Woman -‐ passive 
“object” 



Velazquez, Venus at her Mirror,  
1649-51. 

Sylvia Sleigh,  
Philip Golub Reclining, 1971 



Sylvia Sleigh 
Imperial Nude , 1977 
Oil on canvas, 106 x 152 cm 



Sylvia Sleigh  
"The Turkish Bath“  
1973 

Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres, 
Turkish Bath, 1862,Louvre 



 “In some respects this reflects her 
attraction to bohemianism, which 
celebrated individuality and the artist life 
(absorbed in Greenwich Village in 1960s) 
but it also shows the way in which Social 
Realism evolved into an art of the human 
condition – albeit a human condition 
imagined as lively and social.”  
Morgan Falconer 



Andy Warhol (1970) by Alice Neel 



Linda Nochlin and Daisy 
1973 



Alice Neel, John Perreault, 1972  
Whitney Museum 



Alice Neel, Pregnant woman 



Lynda Benglis produced a series of work, 
beginning in 1968, that upset contemporary 
notions of what was acceptable as high art 



Lynda Benglis's 1971 installation “Phantom'' is a series of five spilled polyurethane foam 



Lynda Benglis. 'Artforum Advertisement in: 
Artforum, November 1974, Vol. 13, No. 3, S. 3-
4' 1974 











Linda Nochlin and Thomas B. Hess, 
Woman as Sex Object, 1972 

Representations of women portray them 
as “objects” rather than “subjects” 

“The erotic element in European 
painting is not an expression of the 
model's sexuality but of those who 
have access to the picture” –  
Linda Nochlin  

















Womanhouse catalogue, Feminist Art Program at CalArts, 1972.  
Designed by Sheila Levrant de Bretteville 





LINEN CLOSET 
Sandy Orgel 
 
As one woman visitor to my room 
commented, “This is exactly where 
women have always been—in between 
the sheets and on the shelf.”  It is time 
now to come out of the closet. 
 
- Sandy Orgel 







Judy Chicago’s Menstruation Bathroom 
challenged social taboos surrounding 
menstruation. 
 
“Under a shelf full of all the paraphernalia with 
which this culture ‘cleans up’ menstruaEon 
was a garbage can filled with the unmistakable 
marks of our own animality"  
 
Judy Chicago  

Menstruation Bathroom,  
Womanhouse, 1972 





























The Dinner Party core group at the 
exhibition premiere at the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art, 1979 



Miriam Schapiro,  
Anonymous Was a Woman, 1976 

Femmage: collage using “feminine” 
materials and procedures 

"I wanted to validate the traditional activities 
of women, to connect myself with the 
unknown women artists who made quilts, who 
had done the invisible 'woman's work' of 
civilization. I wanted to acknowledge them, to 
honor them." 



Miriam Schapiro, Wonderland, 1983 



Miriam Schapiro,  
Paris Vesture Series 2, 1979 

Kimonos: embrace non-‐western  
traditions 




